Lipid composition of miniature pig platelets.
1. Analyses of platelet lipid composition were carried out on material pooled from male and female miniature pigs. 2. The cholesterol/phospholipid molar ratio was 0.6. 3. Phosphatidylcholine represents the major class of phospholipids (47%) and phosphatidylinositol the minor (2%). 4. The main fatty acids of phosphatidylcholine, phosphatidylethanolamine, phosphatidylserine, phosphatidylinositol and sphingomyelin were: palmitic, stearic, oleic, linoleic and arachidonic acids. 5. The ratios of saturated to unsaturated fatty acids were: sphingomyelin, 1.7; phosphatidylcholine, 1.2; phosphatidylserine, 0.9; phosphatidylethanolamine and phosphatidylinositol, 0.6. 6. Our results suggests that human and miniature pig platelet lipids bear several characteristics in common. This fact would allow miniature pig to be used as a new experimental model.